Created According to G-d’s Will or
Created in G-d’s Image?

JA21X3 IWUW 07100 770 107-R 1 ORAR 7173

Blessed are You, our G-d, Ruler of the Universe, Who made me according to Your will.

What a gift it is for G-d to have made us all according to G-d’s wiill.
It is something we can all be deeply grateful for.

What do you think it means to be created according to G-d's will? 7

We are grateful to Rabba Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez, from Yeshivat Maharat, for contributing this source sheet.
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Pirkei Avot 6:11 R7-1 M2AR 7719

Whatever the Holy Blessed One created in His world, R7,i07102 K11 P12 WiTya R1AwW 0 73
he created only for His glory, as it is said: “All who are 93 (MT] ﬂ';lJW’) 'IDRTJ\U 1{1_1]-7};\;){ 1;(-6
linked to My name, whom | have created, were formed l_l;{ AR 'I"’]'IR:Ii.:":f"'I,:l]'TI ’DWiNTUiﬂ

and made for My glory” (Isaiah 43:.7), and it says: “The 919 1907 ! . 713
Lord shall reign for ever and ever” (Exodus 15:18). TDI DTD: 713 1, mnw) .”:I]R] AT \U]_J

If we can express gratitude to have been made in accordance with G-d’s will, we can be even more grateful that it
was G-d's will to make us in G-d’'s image.

What do you think it means to be created in G-d’s image?

Let's see what some of our texts have to say about that: -’%.
Genesis 1:26-27 T3-13'R MWK

And G-d said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 1T 1TNNTI "IJD?SJ OTR TIUJ]_JJ U’TI.'7)_;§ 'II;IR"]
likeness. They shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds of Y‘|)3U"7;|]‘| nnanan U’{]_]Qjﬂ rﬂu;n 01 NaTa
the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping O'rIR R131M "{"INTI"HJ wnIn wnontyI1
things that creep on earth.” And G-d created man in LT T TN e AT T

His image, in the image of G-d He created him; male -';lI IR N];l D7n7’$ D'7R:l ]D‘7¥:l D-fngtl TR
and female He created them. OTNR R 7371
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Rashi on Genesis 1:26

IN OUR IMAGE — in our type.

Pirkei Avot 3:14

He used to say: Beloved is man for he was created in the
image [of G-d]. Especially beloved is he for it was made known
to him that he had been created in the image [of G-d], as it is
said: “for in the image of G-d He made man” (Genesis 9:6).
Beloved are Israel in that they were called children to the All-
Present. Especially beloved are they for it was made known to
them that they are called children of the All-Present, as it is
said: “You are children to the Lord your G-d” (Deuteronomy
14:1). Beloved are Israel in that a precious vessel was given to
them. Especially beloved are they for it was made known to
them that the desirable instrument, with which the world had
been created, was given to them, as it is said: “For | give you
good instruction; forsake not my teaching” (Proverbs 4:2).
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| Sanhedrin 37a

W9 TARNAN 73W 1TA77 T DTR R3] 1397

Therefore the first human being, Adam, was created alone, to D71V TI'R17'R3 1IN0 170 2790 7RIV NNR

teach us that whoever destroys a single life, the Torah 1771 1700 7RIW'A NNIR W3 077NN 731 RN
considers it as if he destroyed an entire world. And whoever N3N 7w 9m R70 0710 077 17'R3 11NN
saves a single life, the Torah considers it as if he saved an entire TA07 ... 7'ARN 71TA RAR 112N OTR IR R7W
world... Furthermore, only one person, Adam, was created for DN MYIVUA NA3 Y0 OTRW 1”270 7W IN71TA
the sake of peace among men, so that no one should say to n"an 0'37nn 1an T":n a1y AT T ]-7]] TNR

his fellow, My father was greater than yours”... Also, man TNR PRI NWRIN OTR YW MMM DTR Y3 Y1V
[was created singly] to show the greatness of the Holy One,

Blessed be He, for if a man strikes many coins from one mold, M7 17N TNRITNR 73773797 7an7 amT 1nn
they all resemble one another, but the King of Kings, the Holy ..071071 R3] 732w

One, Blessed be He, made each man in the image of Adam,
and yet not one of them resembles his fellow.

Rambam, Guide for the Perplexed, Part 1, 1.2

Some have been of opinion that by the Hebrew zelem, the shape and figure of
a thing is to be understood, and this explanation led men to believe in the
corporeality [of the Divine Being]: ... "tzelem" can only concern the soul—the
specific form of man, not the properties and shape of his body... "Let us make
man in our zelem" (Gen. 1:26), the term signifies "the specific form" of man, viz,
his intellectual perception, and does not refer to his "figure" or "shape."

What do you think the connections are
between being created according to G-d’s
will and in G-d’s image? How are they the
same and different?
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Perhaps this mishna from Pirkei Avot captures the essence of it. To be created in G-d's image is to be able to make our will align
with G-d's will.

Pirkei Avot 2:4 T-1JNAR 719

[Rabban Gamliel] used to say: Do His will as though it were ;Ing-! nwYyw T3 ';I_r"g-w 121%7 WY RIR 170 RN

your will, so that He will do your will as though it were His. . S92 1 L ’ . Y L.
Set aside your will in the face of His will, so that he may set ]'IR'! \JZ_I.W TJ ,'IJ'IB'! J!'?D ;|::|'|g'! vl .’IJ’IR'!.’,l

aside the will of others for the sake of your will. Hillel said: Do | 7R1,MAX0 1A WA 7R QIR 7771 317 290 D INR
not separate yourself from the community; do not trust in TY AN NR 7T IR 7|]'|1D oi* TY ARV ARNA
yourself until the day of your death; do not judge your fellow T T T e , coor T T

ANWT7 TWAR 'RW 13T IARA TR AD7RT7 WARW

man until you have reached his place. Do not say something
that cannot be understood [trusting] that in the end it will be R7 RQW , MWK MIARWIT7 IART 7R .0QWA7 19100
understood. Say not: “When | shall have leisure | shall study”; ' ' ' . 18N
perhaps you will not have leisure. T

What does it mean to put aside our will in order to enact G-d’s will?
How does being created in the image of G-d impact our ability to do that?

How can you express gratitude for the opportunity to live out your vision of G-d’s will in your life?
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Supplemental Activities

e Look at photos of family members and friends:
e Do they all look the same?
e Do they have differing needs (glasses, walkers, wheelchairs, hearing aids)?

e Do they all love the same way?

e Take a walk outside (weather and safety permitting), remmembering that
this too was all created by G-d:

e What do you see? What can you be thankful for today?

e Call a loved one and have a conversation about how we can express
gratitude for being created according to G-d’'s will and in the image of G-d?
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