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We are grateful to Rabba Melissa Scholten-Gutierrez, from Yeshivat Maharat, for contributing this source sheet. 

Created According to G-d’s Will or 
Created in G-d’s Image? 

בָּרוּךְ אַתָּה ה' אֱ-להֵֹֽינוּ מֶֽלךְֶ הָעוֹלםָ שֶׁעָשַֽׂניִ כּרְִצוֹנוֹ.

Blessed are You, our G-d, Ruler of the Universe, Who made me according to Your will.  

What a gift it is for G-d to have made us all according to G-d’s will. 
It is something we can all be deeply grateful for. 

What do you think it means to be created according to G-d's will?
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If we can express gratitude to have been made in accordance with G-d’s will, we can be even more grateful that it 
was G-d’s will to make us in G-d’s image. 

What do you think it means to be created in G-d’s image? 

Let’s see what some of our texts have to say about that:

בָּרָא הַקָּדוֹשׁ בָּרוּךְ הוּא בְּעוֹלמָוֹ, לאֹ  כּלָ מַה שֶּׁ
בְרָאוֹ אֶלּאָ לכִבְוֹדוֹ, שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר (ישעיה מג), כּלֹ 

הַנּקְִרָא בשְִׁמִי ולְכִבְוֹדִי בְּרָאתִיו יצְַרְתִּיו אַף 
עֲשִׂיתִיו, ואְוֹמֵר (שמות טו), ה' ימְִלךְֹ לעְלֹםָ ועֶָד.

Whatever the Holy Blessed One created in His world, 
he created only for His glory, as it is said: “All who are 
linked to My name, whom I have created, were formed 
and made for My glory” (Isaiah 43:7), and it says: “The 
Lord shall reign for ever and ever” (Exodus 15:18).

Pirkei Avot 6:11 פרקי אבות ו-יא

ויַּאֹמֶר אֱלהִֹים נעֲַשֶׂה אָדָם בְּצַלמְֵנוּ כּדְִמוּתֵנוּ ויְרְִדּוּ 
מַיםִ וּבַבְּהֵמָה וּבכְלָ־הָאָרֶץ  בדְִגתַ הַיּםָ וּבעְוֹף הַשָּׁ

וּבכְלָ־הָרֶמֶשׂ הָרמֵֹשׂ עַל־הָאָרֶץ׃ ויַּבְִרָא אֱלהִֹים 
אֶת־הָאָדָם בְּצַלמְוֹ בְּצֶלםֶ אֱלהִֹים בָּרָא אתֹוֹ זכָרָ 

וּנקְֵבהָ בָּרָא אתָֹם׃

And G-d said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. They shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds of 
the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping 
things that creep on earth.” And G-d created man in 
His image, in the image of G-d He created him; male 
and female He created them.

Genesis 1:26-27 בראשית א׳:כו-כז
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.IN OUR IMAGE — in our typeבצלמנו. בּדְִפוּס שֶׁלּנָוּ:

Rashi on Genesis 1:26 רש״י על בראשית א׳:כו

He used to say: Beloved is man for he was created in the 
image [of G-d]. Especially beloved is he for it was made known 
to him that he had been created in the image [of G-d], as it is 
said: “for in the image of G-d He made man” (Genesis 9:6). 
Beloved are Israel in that they were called children to the All-
Present. Especially beloved are they for it was made known to 
them that they are called children of the All-Present, as it is 
said: “You are children to the Lord your G-d” (Deuteronomy 
14:1). Beloved are Israel in that a precious vessel was given to 
them. Especially beloved are they for it was made known to 
them that the desirable instrument, with which the world had 
been created, was given to them, as it is said: “For I give you 
good instruction; forsake not my teaching” (Proverbs 4:2).

הוּא הָיהָ אוֹמֵר, חָביִב אָדָם שֶׁנּבְִרָא בְצֶלםֶ. חִבָּה יתְֵרָה 
נוֹדַעַת לוֹ שֶׁנּבְִרָא בְצֶלםֶ, שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר (בראשית ט) כּיִ בְּצֶלםֶ 
אֱ-להִֹים עָשָׂה אֶת הָאָדָם. חֲביִביִן ישְִׂרָאֵל שֶׁנּקְִרְאוּ בנָיִם 

למַָּקוֹם. חִבָּה יתְֵרָה נוֹדַעַת להֶָם שֶׁנּקְִרְאוּ בנָיִם למַָּקוֹם, 
שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר (דברים יד) בָּניִם אַתֶּם להַ' אֱלהֵֹיכםֶ. חֲביִביִן 

ישְִׂרָאֵל שֶׁנּתִַּן להֶָם כּלְיִ חֶמְדָּה. חִבָּה יתְֵרָה נוֹדַעַת להֶָם 
שֶׁנּתִַּן להֶָם כּלְיִ חֶמְדָּה שֶׁבּוֹ נבְִרָא הָעוֹלםָ, שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר (משלי 

ד) כּיִ לקֶַח טוֹב נתַָתִּי לכָםֶ, תּוֹרָתִי אַל תַּעֲזבֹוּ:

Pirkei Avot 3:14

פרקי אבות ג-יד
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Therefore the first human being, Adam, was created alone, to 
teach us that whoever destroys a single life, the Torah 
considers it as if he destroyed an entire world. And whoever 
saves a single life, the Torah considers it as if he saved an entire 
world… Furthermore, only one person, Adam, was created for 
the sake of peace among men, so that no one should say to 
his fellow, ”My father was greater than yours”.... Also, man 
[was created singly] to show the greatness of the Holy One, 
Blessed be He, for if a man strikes many coins from one mold, 
they all resemble one another, but the King of Kings, the Holy 
One, Blessed be He, made each man in the image of Adam, 
and yet not one of them resembles his fellow. 

לפיכך נברא אדם יחידי ללמדך שכל המאבד נפש 
אחת מישראל מעלה עליו הכתוב כאילו איבד עולם 

מלא וכל המקיים נפש אחת מישראל מעלה עליו 
הכתוב כאילו קיים עולם מלא ומפני שלום הבריות 

שלא יאמר אדם לחבירו אבא גדול מאביך ... ולהגיד 
גדולתו של הקב"ה שאדם טובע כמה מטבעות בחותם 

אחד כולן דומין זה לזה ומלך מלכי המלכים הקב"ה 
טבע כל אדם בחותמו של אדם הראשון ואין אחד 
מהן דומה לחבירו לפיכך כל אחד ואחד חייב לומר 

בשבילי נברא העולם…

Sanhedrin 37a

סנהדרין ל״ז א

Some have been of opinion that by the Hebrew ẓelem, the shape and figure of 
a thing is to be understood, and this explanation led men to believe in the 
corporeality [of the Divine Being]: … "tzelem" can only concern the soul—the 
specific form of man, not the properties and shape of his body... "Let us make 
man in our ẓelem" (Gen. 1:26), the term signifies "the specific form" of man, viz., 
his intellectual perception, and does not refer to his "figure" or "shape."

What do you think the connections are 
between being created according to G-d’s 
will and in G-d’s image? How are they the 
same and different?

Rambam, Guide for the Perplexed, Part 1, 1:2
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Perhaps this mishna from Pirkei Avot captures the essence of it. To be created in G-d’s image is to be able to make our will align 
with G-d’s will. 

הוּא הָיהָ אוֹמֵר, עֲשֵׂה רְצוֹנוֹ כּרְִצוֹנךֶָ, כּדְֵי שֶׁיּעֲַשֶׂה רְצוֹנךְָ 
כּרְִצוֹנוֹ. בַּטֵּל רְצוֹנךְָ מִפְּניֵ רְצוֹנוֹ, כּדְֵי שֶׁיּבְַטֵּל רְצוֹן 

אֲחֵרִים מִפְּניֵ רְצוֹנךֶָ. הִלּלֵ אוֹמֵר, אַל תִּפְרשֹׁ מִן הַצִּבּוּר, ואְַל 
תַּאֲמִין בְּעצְַמְךָ עַד יוֹם מוֹתְךָ, ואְַל תָּדִין אֶת חֲבֵרְךָ עַד 

שֶׁתַּגּיִעַ למְִקוֹמוֹ, ואְַל תּאֹמַר דָּבָר שֶׁאִי אֶפְשָׁר לשְִׁמעַֹ, 

מַע. ואְַל תּאֹמַר לכִשְֶׁאִפָּנהֶ אֶשְׁנהֶ, שֶׁמָּא לאֹ  שֶׁסּוֹפוֹ להְִשָּׁ

תִפָּנהֶ:

[Rabban Gamliel] used to say: Do His will as though it were 
your will, so that He will do your will as though it were His. 
Set aside your will in the face of His will, so that he may set 
aside the will of others for the sake of your will. Hillel said: Do 
not separate yourself from the community; do not trust in 
yourself until the day of your death; do not judge your fellow 
man until you have reached his place. Do not say something 
that cannot be understood [trusting] that in the end it will be 
understood. Say not: “When I shall have leisure I shall study”; 
perhaps you will not have leisure.

Pirkei Avot 2:4 פרקי אבות ב-ד

What does it mean to put aside our will in order to enact G-d’s will? 

How does being created in the image of G-d impact our ability to do that?

How can you express gratitude for the opportunity to live out your vision of G-d’s will in your life? 
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Supplemental Activities

• Take a walk outside (weather and safety permitting), remembering that 
this too was all created by G-d: 

• What do you see? What can you be thankful for today?

• Look at photos of family members and friends: 

• Do they all look the same? 

• Do they have differing needs (glasses, walkers, wheelchairs, hearing aids)? 

• Do they all love the same way?

• Call a loved one and have a conversation about how we can express 
gratitude for being created according to G-d’s will and in the image of G-d?


